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Entries due to:
Theodore Primary School
Lawrence Wackett Cres

3:00 pm - 5:30 pm Friday, 25 Aug
10:00 am - 12:00 pm Saturday, 26 Aug

Prize Ceremony 20 October, 2017
CSIRO Discovery

Co-ordinators
Sarah Fletcher
Teacher—Theodore Primary
Phone: (02) 6142 3100
Email: sarah.fletcher@ed.act.edu.au

Jodie Lawson-Santos
Teacher—Garran Primary
Phone: (02) 6205 5844
Email: Jodie.lawson-santos@ed.act.edu.au
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The SEA*ACT Science Fair
Participation in the SEA*ACT Science Fair provides
opportunities for students to demonstrate their
understanding of science inquiry processes as
outlined in the Science Inquiry Skills strand of the
Australian Curriculum
Objectives of the Science Fair
 To encourage active involvement and interest by students in science.
 To encourage students to pursue their interests in science beyond the boundaries of





the classroom.
To encourage students to undertake planned and controlled investigations in science
and report their results in an appropriate manner.
To encourage students to apply these processes to scientific enquiry to
topics that interest them.
To encourage students to record and present their work for others and in so doing,
develop the various skills used in scientific communication.
To enable the community, including other students and teachers, to see project work
done by students in the ACT colleges, school and preschools.

Science Fair projects must be entered under one of the
appropriate themes:
Earth and Space sciences
Physical sciences
Biological sciences
Chemical sciences
Engineering

Age Groups
Early Childhood

(Preschool to year 2)

Primary

(Years 3 to 6)

Special Education*

(All age groups)

Secondary/Post Compulsory

(Years 7 to 12)

*PLEASE NOTE: ESL (English as a Second Language) IS NOT
included in this category.
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SEA*ACT Science Prizes

SEA*ACT School Shields will be awarded to the school who has the
highest number of winning entries in an age group.

Entry Fees
Single entry

$6.00 (GST inclusive)

Groups of two or more

$10.00 per group (GST inclusive)

(Maximum 3 per group for potential BHP Billiton Student Awards)

SEA*ACT Science Fair Timeline
Date
25—26 August

Event
All Science Fair
entries due

27 August

Judging

29 August

Project viewing

Notes
Entries are to be delivered to
Theodore Primary School on Friday 26 August between 3 - 5.30pm, or on
Saturday, 27 August between 10am 12pm.
Judging of entries starting from 9 am. All
prize winners will be notified during the
week.
Evening viewing at Theodore Primary
School at 5.30pm. Everyone welcome.
Display of all entries at Theodore Primary
School will be open to the public. School
groups are invited to visit. Contact the
school at (02) 6142 3100.

1 September

Collection of
non-winning entries

All non-winning entries are to be collected
from Theodore Primary School
between 2 - 5.30p.m. Winning entries go on
display at the Discovery Centre, CSIRO.
Non-winning entries not collected will be
disposed of.

16—20 October

Public display of
winning entries

Display of all winning entries at CSIRO
Discovery Centre in public foyer.

20 October
5.15 - 7.30p.m

Prize Ceremony

Prize giving ceremonies at CSIRO
Discovery Centre, Clunies Ross Street,
Black Mountain.
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For individual and for group entries, prizes will be awarded to First,
Second and Highly Commended recipients in each theme for each age
group.
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Prize Giving Ceremonies
The prize giving ceremonies will be held on Friday, 20 October at
The CSIRO Discovery Centre, Clunies Ross Street, Black Mountain 5.15 to 7.30p.m. All winners will be notified so they can make
arrangements to attend their presentation ceremony.
There will be three ceremonies, Early Childhood, Primary,
Secondary and Post Compulsory with Special Education. The ceremonies will be arranged according to themes. Winners will be
advised of the time of their ceremony.

BHP Billiton Science and Engineering Awards &
the SEA*ACT Science Fair
The BHP Billiton Science and Engineering Awards are a partnership between BHP
Billiton, the world’s largest diversified resources company, CSIRO, Australia’s
premier scientific research organisation and the Australian Science Teachers Association (ASTA).
SEA*ACT Science Fair entries are also entries of the BHP Billiton Science &
Engineering Awards and all of the winning entries will be forwarded to compete in
the finals judging for the national BHP Billiton Science & Engineering Awards.
There is no extra charge for this.
Twenty-six National BHP Billiton Science and Engineering Awards Finalists who
are also secondary students will be invited to participate in an educational and entertaining four-day science camp and attend presentation function held in Melbourne in February 2018. They will also be required to prepare a science fair exhibit, which will be displayed in a public venue and judged. The two winners of the
national BHP Billiton Science & Engineering Awards will win $4,000 each and the
chance to compete at the International Intel Science and Engineering Fair (IISEF)
in the USA. See www.scienceawards.org.au for more information.

CSIRO CREST

(CREativity in Science and Technology) projects can be run independently or used
to enhance your students' ability to produce high quality projects for the SEA*ACT
Science Fair and BHP Billiton Science & Engineering Awards. For more details visit www.csiro.au/crest
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Preparing for the Science Fair
How will entries be assessed by the judges?
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The judges of the SEA*ACT Science Fair are looking for innovative, creative and well presented projects
that clearly tackle a problem that has real meaning for the participant. The judges will be looking for work
that is well designed, has scientific merit and is able to communicate fresh ideas to a wide audience.
Judges will be using rubrics to assist them with selecting the winners in each category.
These rubrics are included in the appendix of this booklet.
The judges of the SEA*ACT Science Fair will be specifically looking for projects that:
1. Show an understanding of the Scientific Process. This includes having:
i. Aim/Hypothesis – What is your experiment trying to show? What problem are you trying to solve?
What is the point of your experiment? What research did you conduct prior to undertaking this task?
ii. Method – How did you conduct your experiment? What controls did you use? Did you replicate your
experiment to check your results were accurate?
iii. Data presentation – What are the results of your testing and experimentation? Have you controlled
the variables in your work? How did you achieve your results?
iv. Explanation of your findings – What happened in your experiment? Did the results match your
hypothesis? What questions has your experiment raised for you?
i. Conclusion – what can you determine from conducting your experiment? What have you learnt?
What would you do differently next time?
2.

3.

Display authentic ingenuity. Highly regarded projects will display creative approaches for solving
problems through innovative and original methodology. In particular, this includes:
i. Choosing a problem that has real meaning to the participant
ii. Displaying original perspectives to solving familiar (or unfamiliar) problems
iii. Data collection or use of equipment that is unique, original or inventive and achieves results that
are noteworthy
Presentation of ideas that reveals clarity of thought and clear communication to a wide and
varied audience. The overall look of the presentation is not being assessed.

Engineering Entries

Students who are submitting a project under the Engineering category, must fulfil additional
requirements. These include submission of:
A device or product (with dimension not exceeding 76 cm in depth, 122 cm width and 100 cm
in height). ICT-based projects in an Engineering or Science context that have a positive
impact are also eligible.
A maximum 5 minute video of the device/product in operation which should explain the
following:

How to use the device/product

The function of the device/product

The design of the device/product

The chosen problem to solve

How well the device/product solves the problem
**Refer to the Engineering Project Rubric for specific requirements

Judges reserve the right to re-categorise projects. This may include
selecting projects for the Engineering section.

N.B.
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How to enter:
1.

Apply on-line at www.seaact.act.edu.au

2.

Once you register, a label with your details will be generated. Fix this to
the front of your project so that it is visible to judges. If your project has
several pieces, it is a good idea to print additional labels.

3.

Posters are optional and have a maximum size limit of 500 x 770 mm.

4.

Make sure your entry is durable and can be transported easily.

5.

Do NOT include any biohazardous material (eg. Mould, plant materials,
live specimens, etc.). You should include photos instead.

Hints for parents and teachers
When helping children prepare entries:
i. The entry MUST be the student's own work. Assist the student where possible
but let them make their own discoveries
ii. Entries must communicate the category. This should be a clear part of the
project.
iii. There should be an emphasis on Creativity / Scientific process /Understanding
of content
Students may find CSIRO’s CREST program a useful support when undertaking investigations for SEA*ACT Science Fair. Apart from the support material for you and the students, CREST also provides recognition for all completed projects. For more information
go to www.csiro.au/crest or contact phone 6276 6567 or email crest@csiro.au

The Science Educators' Association of the A.C.T.

40

th

SEA *ACT SCIENCE FAIR

Our sponsors and supporters
We are very grateful to all our sponsors, who donated prize monies to support
the Science Fair, and supporters, who provided ‘in kind’ donations such as
advertising and the use of venues. This page gives more information about
the businesses, community organisations and educational institutes who support the 2017 SEA*ACT Science Fair.

Sponsors and Supporters
 ACT Department of Education and Training
 The Australian National University
 BHP Billiton Foundation
 CSIRO
 CSIRO Discovery Centre
 Rowe Scientific
 Questacon - National Science and Technology Centre

